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SUBJECT/TITLE
An act related to school buses

SPONSOR
Representative Brent Yonts

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Peace Officers

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill will require school buses to be equipped with lap and shoulder combination-type seat belts for the driver and each seating position on the bus, and will prohibit the operation of a school bus unless the driver and all passengers are wearing a "properly adjusted and fastened" seat belt. The measure requires both public and non-public schools to comply.  Peace officers are required to stop and issue a uniform citation to the operator of the school bus who fails to comply with this measure.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this measure is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The measure enhances the safe operation of vehicles used to transport children.  This could result in less time spent by peace officers dealing with injurious accidents involving school buses.  However, the measure would increase peace officers responsibility for citing non-compliant operators.  It is not possible to determine how many operators will fail to comply with this measure.  Although operators are accustomed to seat belt laws that govern private vehicle usage, compliance with this measure may be reinforced by employment requirements.

The Executive Director of the Kentucky Sheriffs Association did not feel this measure would significantly impact peace officers.  In the event of non-compliant operators, actions by peace officers would be in the normal scope of duties.
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