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Text of Legislation:
Amend KRS 17.170 and 17.175 to include all felons in the state's criminal DNA collection and indexing program. Retain the original provisions of the bill, except include only violent offenders as defined in KRS 439.3401, instead of all felons, in the state's criminal DNA collection and indexing program; delay the collection of DNA from violent offenders until July 15, 2002, unless funding becomes available prior to July 15, 2002.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The House Committee Substitute requires that tests for DNA analysis and storage be administered to all incoming violent felons as defined by KRS 439.3401 after the effective date of passage of the bill.  The HCS would limit testing to include those felons convicted of Assault I, Kidnapping, Manslaughter I and Murder.  The Department of Corrections presently collects blood samples and sends these to the Kentucky State Police in Frankfort for DNA analysis on all sex offenders (KRS 510 and 530.020).  This bill will increase the number tested by approximately 135 per year. 

The House Committee Substitute also states the DOC may collect DNA samples from violent offenders committed before July 15, 2002. The Department currently has approximately 1,500 of these individuals incarcerated.

It is assumed that the test kits will be provided at no cost to the Department of Corrections by the Kentucky State Police in the same manner as sex offenders’ tests are currently handled.  It is also presumed that the Kentucky State Police will also continue to bear the cost of DNA analysis and data storage.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The fiscal impact of this bill would be minor as the number of required additional tests each year after July 15, 2002 is minor and optional tests for those violent offenders committed prior to that date will be conducted only if existing staff resources are available.
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