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SUBJECT/TITLE
Operation of railroads

SPONSOR
Representative Joni Jenkins

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 361 requires railroad trains to be staffed by certain qualified personnel and gives peace officers the power to issue a citation if trains are not staffed as such. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 361 on local government is indeterminable, but may be minimal.  This bill affects law enforcement personnel because it gives peace officers the power to issue citations in instances where trains are not staffed by "certified railroad locomotive engineers" or "qualified railroad trainsmen."  The bill requires that a train operating in the state is to have a minimum of one each of these qualified personnel.  A first offense of not meeting these requirements can result in minimum $25 fine and maximum of $100, under the bill.  There also are stipulations for second and third offenses.  It is not clear under what circumstances law enforcement would check the credentials of railroad train operators.

This bill could result in some additional work for local law enforcement agencies and components of local justice systems.  The number of additional citations that would result from this bill is unknown but probably would be minimal.  Requirements in the bill probably will not require any additional training on the part of local peace officers.
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