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SUBJECT/TITLE
An act relating to crimes and punishments.

SPONSOR
Representative Joni Jenkins

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure create a new section of KRS Chapter 531 to create the offense of using the Internet for pornographic purposes.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 372 is indeterminable but would likely have a moderate to significant impact on local law enforcement.  The measure addresses the use of the Internet for pornographic purposes.  The measure states a person is guilty of using the Internet for illegal pornographic purposes when he or she uses the Internet, a computer, computer program, computer network or computer system, to commit or attempt to commit, conspire to commit, or solicit another person to commit any offense that relates to minors or involves the use of minors.

Interviewees representing local law enforcement agencies indicated to be compliant with the measure would require significant resources.  Local law enforcement agency representatives indicate that for the most part they are not equipped or staffed to address Internet crime.  Additional training of staff would be necessary to comply with the measure.  Many officers are not computer literate, and with computer technology being dynamic, not only would initial training be necessary, but on-going training would be required to remain current.  Equipment would have to be purchased and updated as technology changes.  Additional staff could be necessary to comply with the measure.  Local law enforcement agencies could experience additional staff time and travel expenses in the investigation of allegations of these crimes.  Officers involved in arrests or investigations could have extended court time involved in trials involving this activity.
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