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SUBJECT/TITLE
Peace officer highway jurisdiction

SPONSOR
Representative Johnnie Turner

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 City and county law enforcement agencies

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 875 would create a new section of the statutes to provide that only the Kentucky State Police and the Transportation Cabinet may patrol limited access highways (interstates and parkways) for the detection of crime, with exceptions and conditions.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 875 is indeterminable.  The measure requires that officers with the Kentucky State Police (KSP) and Transportation Cabinet would have exclusive criminal jurisdiction over interstates and parkways in the state and that no other peace officers could patrol those roadways.  The authority of Transportation Cabinet peace officers would be limited to enforcement of offenses arising out of the section of the statutes dealing with motor carriers.  The measure does not preclude state police from requesting assistance from other jurisdictions.  Local peace officers could exercise their law enforcement powers on the interstates and parkways while in hot pursuit, or when they observe a violation while incidentally traveling on the roadways.  The measure does permit the Justice secretary to waive the exclusive KSP/Transportation jurisdiction requirements, allowing local peace offices to have enforcement powers on interstates and parkways in their jurisdictions.

Provisions in this bill cost result in a cost savings for city and county law enforcement agencies that are currently patrolling interstates and parkways.  The most significant impact of this bill would be on Jefferson County and Lexington/Fayette County, whose police departments provide the bulk of traffic control on interstates, parkways and expressways in those counties.  Louisville has 15 officers in patrol units, plus personnel manning expressway assistance trucks, traveling the interstates.  The Louisville officers write almost 100 citations a day on the roadways.  A total of 40 officers work in traffic in Lexington/Fayette County many of them on the interstates.  According to officials, there are no reciprocal agreements between KSP and the two agencies, just tacit understandings that the two cities will handle traffic on the interstates in their counties.  Other agencies also are apt to work sections of interstates and parkways, as well.  Presumably, should this measure pass, the waivers would be granted, allowing Louisville and Lexington/Fayette County police departments to continue patrolling the interstates in their jurisdictions.
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