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SUBJECT/TITLE
High speed pursuit requirements
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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Law enforcement agencies

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 880 creates a new section of the KRS to regulate high speed police pursuits.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 880 is indeterminable.  This bill defines a "high speed pursuit" by law enforcement officers as greater than 25 mph over the posted speed limit.  Under this bill, no officer is to violate the high speed pursuit limit, except when attempting to apprehend a violent offender as defined in the statutes.  An officer involved in a pursuit is to notify other agencies, and those receiving the notification are to protect the safety of the public in the affected areas.  Also, any existing sovereign immunity protection is waived in lawsuits stemming from high speed pursuits.

Various law enforcement agencies have instituted pursuit policies, ranging from no-pursuit procedures under certain circumstances to pursuit with speed limit ceilings.  Almost 160 law enforcement agencies in the state have become accredited through a Kentucky Association of Chiefs of Police/Kentucky League of Cities program.  The KACP/KLC curriculum includes pursuit policies.  City police departments that become accredited through the program receive a 10 percent reduction in their insurance premiums.

Provisions in this bill could affect law enforcement agencies' training procedures, at an unknown cost.  The limit on pursuit speed could result in a reduction in law enforcement liability insurance premiums and claimant awards because it may help lessen the property damage, personal injuries and deaths that can result from high speed chases.  On the other hand, the loss of sovereign immunity protection for counties could have a negative effect and lead to an increase in those agencies' liability insurance rates.
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