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SUBJECT/TITLE
An act relating to the operation of a motor vehicle

SPONSOR
Representative Tom Burch

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill creates a new section of KRS 189 to define the term "wireless telephone", prohibit the use of wireless telephones by the operator of a motor vehicle, provide limited exceptions; amend KRS 189.990 to set fine for violation of Section 1 at between $20 and $100.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this measure is indeterminable.  The measure requires law enforcement officials to cite persons who operate vehicles and use wireless telephones, unless provided an exception by statute.  Additionally, the measure allows the operator of a motor vehicle, in which the wireless telephone is equipped with, and the operator is using, an apparatus that allows the driver to talk and listen without holding the telephone or it handset or receiver, an exception to the statute.

There is no way to possibly determine how many people would be cited due to this measure.  Therefore, the fiscal impact is indeterminable.  However, the measure if enacted will add additional duties to law enforcement.  Additional training will be needed for officers.  Increased court time for officers that could require overtime as well as additional booking time and space for confiscated equipment.  Local governments could receive some funds as a result of fees generated from citations, again there is no way to determine the amount of revenue this measure would generate or if it would off-set associated costs.
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