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SUBJECT/TITLE
Solid Waste Education and Awareness Program

SPONSOR
Representative Howard Cornett

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
x
County;
x
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Solid waste collection programs

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
x
Modifies Existing
x
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 57 creates the Solid Waste Education and Awareness Program (SWEAP) Fund, which would distribute moneys to counties to help educate citizens about various solid waste issues.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 57 is indeterminable.  The bill contains an appropriationSYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"$2.5 million in FY 01-02SYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"but counties would be required to match moneys sought from a fund created by the bill and possibly meet other requirements.  The measure creates the SWEAP Fund.  Moneys appropriated for the fund would be used to educate citizens about solid waste issues, waste reduction, recycling and litter prevention.  Under the measure, SWEAP moneys would be distributed to counties based on a formula of 60 cents per person.  For example, a county with a population of 50,000 in the most recent census could receive up to $30,000.

But the funds distribution would not be without some potential cost considerations.  Those considerations include whether a county has a solid waste coordinator.  According to the state Division of Waste Management, 111 counties have a solid waste coordinator, although some are part-time.  Thus, apparently counties without a solid waste coordinator would have to have one employed to receive any SWEAP moneys.  To receive SWEAP funds, counties also may have to match up to 25 percent of funds sought.  A total of 10 percent of that match would be dollar-for-dollar and the remainder through in-kind contributions.  That would amount to $3,000 in local funding, plus $4,500 made up of in-kind contributions in the case of the county of 50,000 people that seeks maximum funding.  Counties also would be required, as with other grants, to establish a line item in their budget to account for SWEAP moneys received.
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