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NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
               Impact
               No Impact
    X   Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
                  State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Cabinet for Families and Children, and Administrative Office of the Courts

Fund(s) Impact:
    X          General
                Road
               Federal


                     Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
2000-2001
2001-2002

Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)
Indeterminable (minimal)
Indeterminable (minimal)



Net Effect
Indeterminable (minimal)
Indeterminable (minimal)



_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 6 provides the procedures for a person to legally relinquish physical custody of an infant less than 72 hours old, for the person to remain anonymous, and for court proceedings and hearings to be completed, resulting in availability for adoption of the infant.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 6 creates a new section of KRS 405:

1) to require peace officers, emergency medical services providers or technicians and certain hospitals to anonymously accept possession of any newborn seventy-two (72) hours old or younger from the parent of the newborn; 

2) to require the person taking possession to a) inform the parent that no civil or criminal liability will be imposed, b) perform acts necessary for health and safety, c) contact CFC DCBS (Cabinet for Families and Children, Department for Community Based Services) within 24 hours, and d) perform or authorize appropriate medical care; 

3) to provide specific parental rights, including the right of anonymity; 

4) to require CFC DCBS to a) proceed accordance with KRS 620 toward adoptive placement, b) request assistance through the Missing Child Information Center and other national resources to insure the newborn is not a missing child; c) not attempt family placement unless authorized by the parent, and d) not initiate a child protection services investigation regarding the abandonment;

5) to require CFC DCBS to provide for voluntary receipt by the parent a) forms relating to pertinent medical information and b) written materials related to available support services, termination of parental rights action after 30 days, and the adoption process;

6) to require CFC DCBS to implement a voluntary parent identification system:

7) to require that no persons accepting, or assisting in, the possession of the infant and caring for the infant be criminally or civilly liable;

8) to require confidential records, not subject to the Open Records Act;
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9) to provide waived objections to the provisions of the act on behalf of the parent and newborn with the leaving of the newborn;

10) to identify this section as "The Kentucky Safe Haven Act"; and

11) to declare as an emergency.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

Cabinet for Families and Children (CFC):  Indeterminable-minimal.

The  fiscal impact on the Cabinet for Families and Children (CFC) falls into two areas:

1.  Administration:  The additional duties required would include the legal process to terminate the parental rights (TPR), promulgation of administrative regulations, and providing forms for the person accepting the child and the parent leaving the child.  The fiscal impact should be minimal.

2.  Out of Home Care:  Under current law, approximately 2 to 4 children are abandoned each year.  It is not known how many children would be affected under the provisions of HB 6.  Procedures are provided to permit CFC to immediately begin placing the child, which may decrease the amount of time the child would be in out of home care.  If a child was in foster care 6 months prior to adoption, the fiscal impact would be approximately $2,400 per child ($4,800 for 12 months).  In the event, 10 children were placed in foster care for 6 months the fiscal impact would be $24,000.  Due to the fact there are an unknown number of children, the fiscal impact is indeterminable, but is estimated to be minimal.

Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC): Indeterminable-minimal.

An indeterminable number of adoption proceedings in Circuit Court and emergency custody hearings in District Court may increase.  However it is estimated the fiscal impact would be minimal.

Therefore, although the actual fiscal impact of HB 6 is indeterminable, it is estimated that minimal costs would be incurred by CFC for administration and out of home care and by AOC for proceedings and hearings.
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