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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Legislative Research Commission to study ways to encourage and increase adoption.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has a vital interest in the welfare of the children within its borders; and

WHEREAS, six thousand children in Kentucky are currently in foster care or out-of-home placement; and

WHEREAS, the federal Adoption in Safe Families Act requires states to increase the number of adoptions of state agency children; and

WHEREAS, there have been increased reports of difficulty in finalizing independent and international adoptions and providing services to all adoptive families;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives and the Senate direct the Legislative Research Commission to study ways to encourage and increase adoption.  The study shall recognize the demographic composition of children and families in the adoption process, including racial, ethnic, cultural, economic, and social characteristics, and shall include analyses of cost, effectiveness, and efforts in other jurisdictions.  The study shall address the following subjects:

(1)
Tax and other financial incentives to encourage adoption;

(2)
Strategies to recruit and retain adoptive families; 

(3)
Administrative and other barriers to adoption; and

(4)
Services to adoptive families and children.

Section 2.   The Legislative Research Commission shall transmit the results of the study required by Section 1 of this Resolution to the appropriate interim joint committee by October 1, 2001.

Section 3.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority alternatively to assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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