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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging members of the news media to refrain from reporting results of an election or calling an election until polls in all areas of the United States are closed.

WHEREAS, the great country of the United States is composed of six time zones, and the polls close in many states at varying times on election day; and

WHEREAS, early election reports may influence voters in those states where the polls are still open; and

WHEREAS, early election reports are not derived from actual voting tallies but from exit poll data; and

WHEREAS, exit poll data contains only a sampling of precincts and does not include absentee ballots, which are increasing in number; and

WHEREAS, exit poll data have been shown to not be reliable in the 2000 Presidential election and in other very close elections and led to a disgraceful situation of the media calling the 2000 Presidential election before polls in many parts of the nation had closed; and

WHEREAS, the American peoples' belief in a system of open and accurate elections is the cornerstone of representative democracy; and

WHEREAS, the importance of accuracy in reporting the true outcomes of our elections supersedes the media's desire for quick results;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly urges members of the state and national news media to respect the electoral process and the interest in free and fair elections by refraining from making election projections until polls in all parts of the United States have closed.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the Legislative Research Commission Public Information office for distribution to the news media.
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