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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to Medicare payments to Kentucky Emergency Medical Services providers.

WHEREAS, many Kentucky residents needing ambulance service are recipients of the Federal Medicare program; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Medicare payments process has been turned over to private providers by the Health Care Finance Administration; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Medicare contractor for Kentucky, Administar Federal, has received millions of dollars in federal funds each quarter which are to be paid to ambulance services in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Administar Federal has, for the most part, failed to make payments to ambulance services in a timely manner; and

WHEREAS, Administar Federal, has denied an inordinate number of legitimate claims for reimbursement from ambulance services in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, at present, ambulance services in Kentucky are owed a total of $13.6 million according to the Kentucky Board of Emergency Medical Services; and

WHEREAS, ambulance services have continuing expenses that are not being met because of the deficit caused by the failure of Administar Federal to make payment of legitimate claims in a timely manner; and

WHEREAS, one county ambulance service has already closed its doors due to a lack of funding and another has served notice that it will have to close its doors on January 15th, thus denying all citizens of those counties needed emergency medical care; and

WHEREAS, several ambulance services are owed more than $200,000 each and counties are having to struggle to find alternative funding until the federal money arrives; and

WHEREAS, efforts by the Lieutenant Governor, county judges-executive, ambulance directors, and others to cause Administar Federal to perform its contact in a timely manner have failed; and

WHEREAS, there is a suspicion that Administar Federal is holding the payments because they are allowed to keep the funds received from the Federal Government at interest, which interest they are allowed to keep, that greed is keeping Kentuckians from having ambulance service;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   That the President of the United States is urged to immediately cause the Health Care Finance Administration to either cause Administar Federal to make immediate disposition and disbursement of funds currently owed on claims already submitted by Kentucky ambulance services, or find another provider that can do so.

Section 2.   That the members of the Kentucky delegation to the United States Senate and the United States House of Representatives use their good offices with the President, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, and the Health Care Finance Administration to quickly end the ambulance funding crisis in Kentucky before more services go out of business leaving Kentuckians without emergency medical care.

Section 3.   That the Clerk of the House send copies of this Resolution to the President of the United States, to President-Elect George Bush, and the members of the Kentucky Congressional delegation.
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