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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION to study home energy affordability.

WHEREAS, Kentucky has approximately 300,000 households with an income level at or below 110% of the federal poverty guidelines which equals $18,755 for a family of four in 2000;

WHEREAS, the prices of propane, fuel oil, and kerosene increased approximately 45% during the 2000-2001 winter heating season and the price of natural gas has increased by over 50% during the same period;

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Association of Community Action Agencies estimates that local community action agencies will serve approximately 185,000 households with their energy burden during the 2000-2001 winter heating season through the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP);

WHEREAS, many elderly on fixed incomes and middle income families that are ineligible for LIHEAP or utility-based assistance programs cannot afford natural gas this winter heating season, due to the unprecedented increase in natural gas prices and these households face the possibility of being shut off by the utility;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The General Assembly directs the Special Subcommittee on Energy to study ways that the Commonwealth can make home energy more affordable for the citizens of the Commonwealth. The subcommittee shall limit its examination of home energy to natural gas, propane, and electricity.

Section 2.   The subcommittee shall examine the recent surge of home energy prices during the 2000-2001 heating season, giving special attention to the underlying causes of the high natural gas prices. The subcommittee also shall identify the various types of home energy assistance currently available to citizens of the Commonwealth. The subcommittee also shall examine ways to become more efficient at providing assistance to needy populations and shall review various funding mechanisms for the purpose of creating additional home energy assistance programs.

Section 3.   The subcommittee shall make an initial report of its findings together with specific legislative recommendations, if applicable, to the Legislative Research Commission and to the interim committee with jurisdiction over matters concerning home energy assistance by November 15, 2001, with a final report due by November 15, 2002.

Section 4.   Interested stakeholders from the natural gas, electric, and propane industries shall provide testimony and evidence to the subcommittee. The subcommittee shall give equal time to stakeholders representing consumers and low-income customers including representatives from the Cabinet for Families and Children and the Public Service Commission (PSC).

Section 5.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternately assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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