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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION petitioning the United States Department of Health and Human Services to curtail the advertisements of prescription drugs in newspapers, magazines, radio, and telecommunications targeted to the public at large.

WHEREAS, the cost of health care has become prohibitively expensive for some, especially the elderly; and

WHEREAS, the elderly are particularly burdened with the high costs of prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, it is desirable for the elderly to not have to choose between food and shelter and the medicines they need; and

WHEREAS, the high cost of health care is in large part attributable to the high costs of prescription medicines; and

WHEREAS, pharmaceutical companies have legitimate expectations in recouping the costs of developing new drugs and providing profits for their stockholders; and

WHEREAS, both the federal government and the states have an interest in their citizenry having access to high-quality prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, by not advertising, cost savings will be passed to the consumers; and

WHEREAS, the free market system spurs competition, fosters the growth of new medicines and technologies, and ensures better medical services; and

WHEREAS, the right to know is a much cherished right and may only be restricted if done so in the least restrictive means; and

WHEREAS, medical professionals and scientists have a need to know about the uses and efficacy of prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, the need for such information is available to the public as prescription packaging inserts and other information made available to them through their pharmacists and health care providers;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   That the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the United States Department of Health and Human Services to recognize that many Kentuckians and Americans are forgoing the taking of prescription medicine because of their inability to pay.

Section 2.   That the General Assembly requests that the Department of Health and Human Services restrict advertisements of prescription drugs to the public at large and place a two-year moratorium on the advertisement of prescription drugs in the newspaper, magazines, radio, and telecommunications except in mailings and publications targeted to medical doctors and scientists.

Section 3.   That the General Assembly asks the Department of Health and Human Services to study the impact of the moratorium, and extend its application if the restriction of advertisements amounts to savings to the drug companies that can be passed on to the consumer.

Section 4.   That the Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the Secretary of the United States Department of Health and Human Services and to each member of Kentucky's Congressional delegation.
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