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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION establishing a Task Force on the Preservation of Kentucky Cemeteries to study the physical and financial conditions of Kentucky cemeteries and to make recommendations on how Kentucky cemeteries may be better maintained and embellished.

WHEREAS, there are 271 regulated cemeteries and 646 exempt cemeteries in Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the maintenance and integrity of these cemeteries are of utmost importance to the history of virtually every Kentuckian; and

WHEREAS, these cemeteries serve as reminders of our proud state history and family heritage; and

WHEREAS, many family burial grounds have been abandoned; and

WHEREAS, the conditions of some of Kentucky's cemeteries have been the subject of extensive media attention because of their unkempt appearances, their historical practices of overbuying, and the mismanagement of moneys set aside for the cemeteries' perpetual care; and

WHEREAS, the impoverished state of some of the cemeteries is evidenced by their inability to address the overgrowth, property damage, and graffiti plaguing the cemeteries; and

WHEREAS, the maintenance of some cemeteries has been left in the hands of selfless citizens, institutions, and community organizations; and

WHEREAS, the loved ones of the deceased may or may not be able to provide needed maintenance and respectful attention; and

WHEREAS, the neglect evidenced at some of the cemeteries has caused financial and psychological injury to purchasers of plots and their families; and

WHEREAS, some of the cemeteries' owners have violated the trust placed in them by the consumer and have cost those who have purchased plots to incur additional financial expenses in relocating their loved ones or burying their dead elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, the remains of 95 percent of Kentuckians are interred in cemeteries;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   That the Legislative Research Commission shall create a Task Force on the Preservation of Kentucky Cemeteries to study the financial and physical conditions of cemeteries in the Commonwealth and recommend a long-term solution for addressing the needs of those cemeteries that have existing or potential problems with their upkeep and solvency.

Section 2.   That the members of the Task Force shall consist of members as follows:

(1)
Three members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2)
Three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(3)
The Attorney General or his or her designee;

(4)
The executive director of the Kentucky League of Cities or his or her designee;

(5)
The executive director of the Kentucky Association of Counties or his or her designee;

(6)
The executive director of the Kentucky Heritage Council or his or her designee;

(7)
The chair of the Kentucky Council of Churches or his or her designee; 

(8)
The chair of the Catholic Conference of Kentucky or his or her designee;

(9)
The chair of the Kentucky Jewish Federation or his or her designee;

(10)
The chair of the University of Louisville Department of Anthropology or his or her designee;

(11)
The President of Kentucky State University or his or her designee;

(12)
The director of the Kentucky Historical Society or his or her designee;

(13)
Four members appointed jointly by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House, with one member representing each of the following interests;

(a)
The Kentucky Military Affairs Commission;

(b)
The American Association of Retired Persons;

(c)
The Kentucky Funeral Directors Association; and

(d)
The Kentucky Cemetery Association; and

(14)
Two citizens at large who are not financially interested in a funeral home, crematory, or cemetery appointed jointly by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Section 3.   That the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives each designate a co-chair from his respective legislative appointments.

Section 4.   That the Task Force shall submit its report to the Legislative Research Commission by September 30, 2001. The report shall address:

(1)
The role of state and local government in overseeing the cemeteries;

(2)
The cemeteries in the Commonwealth in need of maintenance, upkeep, or improvement;

(3)
The condition of cemeteries maintained by the Department of Parks under KRS 148.161;

(4)
The number of cemeteries in the Commonwealth that are insolvent or that are facing insolvency in the near future;

(5)
The impact of the in-kind services provided to the cemeteries from community organizations and governments, nonprofit organizations, and other civic-minded persons and groups;

(6)
The number of abandoned cemeteries in the state;

(7)
The availability of cemetery space in the geographic areas of the state; 

(8)
The identification of federal or private funding sources for cemeteries; 

(9)
The suitability of applying funding mechanisms used in other states to resolve identified concerns; and

(10)
Recommendations for abating the problems or inadequacies noted in the study.

Section 5.   That consistent with Legislative Research Commission guidelines, the nonlegislative members will be paid their expenses associated with Task Force activities.

Section 6.   That the Task Force shall be staffed by the Legislative Research Commission. Additional assistance shall be provided by the Office of the Attorney General, as requested.

Section 7.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, that the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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