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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to analyze and devote resources to curb the recent surge in home energy costs.

WHEREAS, in Kentucky the prices of propane, fuel oil, and kerosene increased approximately forty-five percent during the 2000-2001 winter heating season and the price of natural gas has increased by over fifty percent during the same period; and

WHEREAS, analysts predict that inventories for natural gas, propane, and kerosene will not be restored and that market conditions for these energy commodities will remain tight, possibly precipitating another surge in home energy prices during the 2001-2002 winter heating season; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Association of Community Action Agencies estimates that local community action agencies will serve approximately 185,000 households with their energy burden during the 2000-2001 winter heating season through the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP); and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's community action agencies and food pantries are reporting an unprecedented increase in the number of people who are seeking food donations because they have devoted all of their disposable income to the payment of atypically high utility bills; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's citizens need action at the federal level to restore the balance in the nation's energy markets and avert a prolonged energy crisis that could have disastrous repercussions for the nation's economy and the general welfare of its citizenry;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly requests that the President direct the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and the Energy Information Agency (EIA) to analyze the recent surge in home energy prices. It is also requested that these two executive agencies develop a plan to restore market balance to the nation's natural gas, propane, and fuel oil markets and increase the nation's inventories of these energy commodities.

Section 2.   The Kentucky General Assembly requests that the U.S. Congress conduct its own independent review of the recent home energy crisis and develop a legislative agenda that will increase assistance to low-income households for their home energy costs and increase both legislative and executive oversight over the commodity market for natural gas.

Section 3.   Copies of this Resolution shall be sent to President George W. Bush, the Kentucky Congressional Delegation, and the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Energy.
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