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A JOINT RESOLUTION creating the Statewide Task Force on Smart Growth.

WHEREAS, adopted land use practices must necessarily consider affordable housing for all citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

WHEREAS, intelligent use of our resources will enhance Kentucky's prosperity by improving our quality of life and preserving our rich heritage; and

WHEREAS, sustaining the economic and social vitality of Kentucky's communities is a priority of state government; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is developing its land so rapidly that, as measured on a per capita basis, it ranks third in the nation; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth is experiencing rapid growth and land use change at the fringe of its major urban centers; and

WHEREAS, rural areas, small towns, and aging urban cores are losing population and economic viability; and

WHEREAS, high-tech firms are mobile and tend to locate and grow in areas that have a high concentration of skilled workers; and

WHEREAS, those high-tech workers want to live in areas that are attractive, clean, and free of congestion; and

WHEREAS, effective growth management strategies are critical to ensuring that Kentucky localities have a quality of life that is attractive to New Economy businesses; and

WHEREAS, some of Kentucky's fastest growing communities have been unable to effectively manage burgeoning development; and

WHEREAS, the patterns of growth of Kentucky communities affect traffic, air and water resources, open space, availability of affordable housing, and the ability of state and local governments to afford and provide public services; and

WHEREAS, many of the problems of growth and development are interjurisdictional and require cooperation, coordination, and creative partnerships by all levels of government; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky's planning statutes, as codified in KRS Chapter 100, have not been updated in a comprehensive manner for well over 30 years; and

WHEREAS, many successful community planning practices have been developed which could assist Kentucky to manage its land use problems;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   There is created a Statewide Smart Growth Task Force. The task force shall be administered by the Office of the Governor and shall have thirty (30) members as follows:

(1)
The Governor, or his designee, who shall chair the task force;

(2)
Four (4) members of the Senate selected by the President of the Senate;

(3)
Four (4) members of the House selected by the Speaker of the House; and

(4)
Twenty-one (21) members appointed by the Governor. These members shall represent state and local government, business, labor, agriculture, environmentalists and conservationists, including representatives from, but not limited to, the Kentucky Association of Counties; the Kentucky League of Cities; the Kentucky Chapter of the American Planning Association; the Kentucky Homebuilders' Association; the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce; the Kentucky Chapter of the American Professional Architects' Association; the Kentucky Agricultural Development Board; Kentuckians for Better Transportation; the Kentucky Realtors Association; Kentucky Farm Bureau; Kentucky Manufactured Housing Institute; and the Kentucky Science and Technology Corporation.

Section 2.   The task force shall:

(1)
Determine planning techniques and land use systems currently being used in the Commonwealth;

(2)
Survey developers, builders, contractors, planners, engineers, environmentalists, attorneys, citizens' groups, and local government agencies about problems associated with the current system and seek their advice on possible solutions to those problems;

(3)
Review model legislation and studies on planning and land use systems;

(4)
Examine and evaluate planning and land use systems currently being used by other states;

(5)
Lead a statewide discussion related to planning and land use systems, and attempt to reach a consensus on Kentucky's priorities and long-term goals for the management of its growth in the future;

(6)
Identify and evaluate the public information, training, and technical assistance requirements of state, regional and local government agencies related to community planning and land use in Kentucky;

(7)
Study and quantify the cost of unplanned growth in Kentucky. The study will focus on the costs of new and redundant infrastructure for public services including, but not limited to, schools, police, fire, emergency, road maintenance, sewer, water, and flood protection, attributed to loss of economies of scale; and

(8)
Suggest model community planning and land use guidelines that encourage community participation through inducements and incentives. The objective of the model guidelines shall be to enhance economic growth, to provide adequate and cost-effective community infrastructure, to ensure the availability of affordable housing, to protect the environment, and to minimize exposure to natural hazards. The model guidelines shall include a methodology that aligns the cost of new development with the cost of the community infrastructure required to support the expansion.

Section 3.   The task force shall hold public forums throughout the state, take testimony, and identify the planning-related needs specific to various regions across the state.

Section 4.   The task force shall make long-term and short-term recommendations pertaining to smart growth to the Governor and the Legislative Research Commission by November 1, 2001. These recommendations may be included in legislation to be considered by the Governor and the General Assembly during the 2002 Regular Session.

Section 5.   Nonlegislative members shall serve without pay, but shall be reimbursed for their reasonable and necessary expenses in connection with the performance of their duties. Legislative members of the commission shall receive their usual per diem as provided in KRS 7.110(5) for the attendance of meetings, including reimbursement for their reasonable and necessary expenses in connection with the performance of their duties.
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