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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Department of Education to actively pursue sources of revenue to off-set the cost of installing seat belts on school buses.

WHEREAS, annually across the United States, approximately 440,000 public school buses travel approximately 4.3 billion miles to transport 23.5 million children to and from school and school-related activities; and

WHEREAS, according to the National Transportation Safety Board, seat belts are one of the most effective pieces of safety equipment in cars and, when properly used, cut the death and injury rate in half during a traffic accident; and

WHEREAS, seat belts have been required on passenger cars since 1968, but to date only two states, New York and New Jersey, require school buses to be equipped with seat belts; and

WHEREAS, even though New York requires school buses to be equipped with seat belts, school buses are exempt from the requirement that the seat belts be worn when the bus is in motion; and

WHEREAS, since 1984, on the average, eleven passengers are killed annually in school bus crashes across the United States; and

WHEREAS, recent studies conducted by the National Transportation Safety Board show a pattern of student passenger injury away from the impact zone and many of the deaths or serious injuries involved in school bus accidents result from students being ejected from the vehicle; and

WHEREAS, five year old kindergarten student Tyler Powers died on November 30, 2000, when the Christian County school bus in which he was a passenger was involved in a rollover accident ejecting him from the vehicle; and

WHEREAS, the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) issued a policy statement in May of 1996 (Volume 97, Number 5) recommending that school districts provide appropriate and federally approved child restraint systems for all kindergarten-aged children riding in school buses; and

WHEREAS, the AAP policy statement further recommends the installation of seat belts on all newly purchased school buses; and

WHEREAS, society is sending children an inconsistent message that they must be buckled up every time they ride in the family car but not when they daily step onto a school bus;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky Department of Education is directed to contact the appropriate federal authorities to seek funding for Kentucky to conduct a pilot project on the safety effectiveness of installing seat belts on all school buses operated by both public and private schools.

Section 2.   The Kentucky Department of Education is directed to conduct an in-depth review of all possible sources of state and federal funding that could be acquired to off-set the cost of installing seat belts on all Kentucky school buses.

Section 3.   The Kentucky Department of Education is directed to report to the Legislative Research Commission not later than October 1, 2001, on the possibility of procuring state and federal funding to off-set the cost of installing seat belts on all Kentucky school buses.
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