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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the study of strategies to prevent the diversion of prescription drugs for illicit purposes.

WHEREAS, the majority of abused drugs that are consumed or sold on the street are prescription drugs, including Valium, Xanax, Ativan, Dilaudid, Percocet, Lortab, Tylenol #3, Methadone, OxyCotin, and MS Contin, as well as cough preparations containing narcotics; and

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association estimated that 3% of the population in the United States misuses or abuses controlled prescription drugs; and

WHEREAS, according to C. Milton Young III, MD, individual abusers and drug dealers use a variety of schemes and scams to circumvent the control of prescription medications, including forging the doctor’s signature to prescriptions, pretending to be a member of the doctor’s medical staff and calling in prescriptions, shopping for doctors, and creating reasonable doubt by denying that they are the person on a videotape picking up a prescription; and

WHEREAS, the Cabinet for Health Services has implemented an electronic reporting system for all schedule prescriptions to serve as a source of information for practitioners and pharmacists and as an investigative tool for law enforcement; and

WHEREAS, from July 1, 1999, to October 25, 2000, the Office of Attorney General investigated 137 cases of prescription drug abuse or diversion resulting in 78 arrests involving 1,227 violations; and

WHEREAS, the diversion of prescription drugs for illicit purposes continues to be a concern;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services shall direct the Department for Public Health to conduct a study to determine the usefulness of the following strategies in deterring fraudulent procurement of controlled substances:

(1)
Requiring pharmacies to use a caller identification system to document the origin of all calls from individuals calling in prescriptions for controlled substances; and

(2)
Requiring every person picking up a prescription for a controlled substance to leave a thumb print on the back of the prescription blank that authorizes dispensing of the drug.

Section 2.   The Cabinet for Health Services shall submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare by September 1, 2001. 
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