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A RESOLUTION urging the Council on Postsecondary Education to implement the recommendations of the State Auditor relating to the research challenge trust funds and the regional university excellence trust fund.

WHEREAS, the Council on Postsecondary Education is charged with setting criteria for application for the trust funds and evaluation of applications under provisions of KRS 164.7917 and 164.7919; and

WHEREAS, the State Auditor, after an examination of the Council on Postsecondary Education's implementation of the endowment programs in the year 2000, determined that more accountability and stricter criteria for utilizing the funds should be adopted by the council; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the Commonwealth to provide greater oversight of the funds and to leverage them effectively with private matching funds;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Council on Postsecondary Education is requested to approve the use of the research challenge trust funds toward the goals of achieving a major comprehensive research institution ranked nationally in the top 20 public universities at the University of Kentucky and achieving a premier, nationally-recognized metropolitan research university in the sciences at the University of Louisville by the year 2020. The Council's administration of the research challenge trust funds should emphasize the funding of endowed chairs and their directly related support costs toward these goals.

Section 2.   The Council on Postsecondary Education is requested to approve the use of the regional university trust funds toward the goal of achieving at least one nationally-recognized program of distinction or research program at each comprehensive state university. The primary and first use of the matching trust funds should be these university-chosen, mission-critical areas of concentration.

Section 3.   The Council on Postsecondary Education is requested, for each university, to set criteria for establishing endowed chairs and endowed professorships and for establishing minimum amounts for funding endowed chairs. Such criteria and amounts should be in accordance with the stated missions and goals appropriate to each institution for the year 2020 and should reflect standards established by the Council for each class of institution and type of program.

Section 4.   The Council on Postsecondary Education is requested to exclude state sources and university affiliated sources of moneys from eligibility for state matches at the University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville.

Section 5.   The Council on Postsecondary Education is requested to require detailed university reports on the uses of state matching dollars and their role toward achieving the chosen institutional goals for the year 2020.

Section 6.   The Council on Postsecondary Education is requested to report quarterly to the Education Committees of the General Assembly beginning in January 2002 through the year 2020 on the progress toward implementing Sections 1 to 5 of this Resolution and the universities' strategies and progress toward their respective goals for the year 2020.
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