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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Dale Earnhardt.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Dale Earnhardt, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Dale Earnhardt, seven-time Winston Cup champion and one of the greatest race car drivers in motor-sports history, tragically lost his life on February 18, 2001, while finishing the final lap of the Daytona 500; and

WHEREAS, it is with heavy hearts and deep sadness when we reflect upon Dale Earnhardt's premature passage from the NASCAR circuit, for it would seem to all racing enthusiasts worldwide that Dale Earnhardt, fondly referred to by his faithful fans as "The Intimidator," or "3," or "The Man in Black," was invincible, after winning seventy-six races and more than $41.5 million in his extraordinary career, with his final victory being on October 15, 2000, at Talladega Superspeedway; and he was the all-time leader in victories at the Daytona track, with thirty-five wins in all forms of racing at the historic track, including the Daytona 500 in 1998, breaking a career-long jinx in the most prestigious event on the circuit; and

WHEREAS, Dale Earnhardt was an element of invincible strength to so many of the lives he touched; he is now a legend who was one of racing's most recognizable icons, and who represented the spirit, courage, dedication, and self-discipline that all race car drivers seek to achieve, but few accomplish; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Dale Earnhardt has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Dale Earnhardt, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Dale Earnhardt.
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