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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Francis James Feeley.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Francis James Feeley, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Francis James Feeley was born in a walk-up tenement flat in the lower east side of Manhattan on April 29, 1923. He was the third of four children. His mother died during the childbirth of her fourth child. As the hardships of the 1929 Depression hit, Francis, his brother, and a sister were sent to live with relatives on the family farm in County Leitrim, Ireland. There, he lived in a dirt-floor, thatched-roof home which lacked electricity and running water, and was heated by peat, which Francis and his brother cut from a nearby bog. In 1936, at the age of thirteen, Francis returned to America to be reunited with his father; and

WHEREAS, upon the attack of Pearl Harbor, Francis James Feeley volunteered for duty with the United States Marine Corps and was assigned to the Pacific Theatre with the 4th Marine Division, and he participated in three island landings before losing his left leg to enemy artillery fire during the Marine Corps invasion on the Island of Tinian; and

WHEREAS, following his recovery, Francis James Feeley attended Columbia University on the GI Bill. After graduation, he went to work for the RCA, which sent him to Korea to provide communications under a government contract. When the Chinese Army advanced across the Yaloo River into the Korean peninsula, an evacuation of civilian personnel was ordered. Francis re-enlisted, this time in the United States Army, to complete his mission; and

WHEREAS, after the Korean War, Francis James Feeley attended New York Law School, married Scotti Philips, herself a Navy Veteran of WWII, and moved to New Jersey to practice law and raise a family of four children; and

WHEREAS, Michael Francis Feeley, his eldest son, is a former Marine, an attorney in Denver, Colorado, and a former Colorado State Senator; Philip John Feeley, his second son, is a 1997 Air Force Academy graduate, and presently a pilot for Delta Airlines; his third son, Kentucky State Representative Tim Feeley, carried on the family tradition as an Army veteran and an attorney; and his only daughter, Bridget Feeley, is a Certified Public Accountant in Orlando, Florida; and

WHEREAS, Francis James Feeley departed this life on February 3, 2001, and he was interred in the Punch Bowl, a veteran’s cemetery in Hawaii, where he joins his beloved company of the 4th Marine Division; his life was one of extreme human endurance, dreams that became reality through his efforts and achievements, and the life of a man whose patriotism should serve as an example to all Americans; and

WHEREAS, Francis James Feeley held a deep love for the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the adopted home of one son and four grandchildren, which Francis visited often, and whose Kentucky Colonel certificate he proudly displayed for all visitors to his home; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Francis James Feeley has left a void that can never be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Francis James Feeley, and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Francis James Feeley.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Tim Feeley for presentation to the family of Francis James Feeley.
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