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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in recognition of National Heart Failure Awareness Week.

WHEREAS, congestive heart failure is a major public health problem that impacts five million Americans, or 1.5 % of the population of the United States; and

WHEREAS, each year there are 550,000 new cases of congestive heart failure diagnosed, with 200,000 deaths and one million hospitalizations; and

WHEREAS, congestive heart failure is the leading cause of hospitalization in patients over the age of sixty-five; and

WHEREAS, congestive heart failure patients are not diagnosed until late in the course of the disease; and

WHEREAS, a conservative estimate of annual health expenditures for congestive heart failure in the United States is in excess of ten billion dollars, with the largest portion, eight billion dollars, of this expenditure for the cost of hospitalizations; and

WHEREAS, although current treatment guidelines recommend that approximately 80 % of heart failure patients receive ACE inhibitors in combination with beta blockers to extend life and reduce costly hospitalizations, but only 45% of patients are treated with ACE inhibitors and 20% of patients receive beta blockers; and

WHEREAS, the primary goals of National Heart Failure Awareness Week are (1) to promote research related to all aspects of heart failure and provide a forum for presentation of that research; (2) to educate heart failure caregivers and patients through programs, publications and other media, allowing for more effective treatment and diagnosis of heart failure; and (3) to enhance the quality and duration of life for those with heart failure;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby endorse the national proclamation of National Heart Failure Awareness Week.

Section 2.   This honorable body requests that the Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services encourage health care professionals in the Commonwealth of Kentucky to avail themselves of the treatment guidelines for heart care, and incorporate such guidelines into their professional medical practices.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in recognition of National Heart Failure Awareness Week.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Honorable Jimmy D. Helton, Secretary of the Cabinet for Health Services, 275 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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