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A RESOLUTION requesting that the Congressional Delegation of the Commonwealth of Kentucky prioritize full funding of the Paducah and Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plants cleanup ahead of President Bush's Tax Relief Proposal.

WHEREAS, the disasters at the Paducah and Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plants are two of the top environmental disasters in our country that threaten human health and the environment if not thoroughly remediated; and

WHEREAS, the mission of the Paducah and Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plants was to offer protection for the entire country throughout the Cold War, and now the citizens of Paducah and Piketon, Ohio and the surrounding areas deserve protection from the plants' ill-managed pasts; and

WHEREAS, the federal government has accepted responsibility for the situation at Paducah and appropriated $91 million in the current fiscal year; however, the General Accounting Office and the Department of Energy estimate the entire cleanup to cost over $124 million per year for the next ten years; and

WHEREAS, the 107th Congress will soon begin deliberations on the federal budget and economic policies and establish priorities; and

WHEREAS, one of the economic policies to be discussed will be President Bush's Tax Relief Proposal to provide $1.6 trillion in tax relief; and

WHEREAS, current budget priorities cut over $400 million in funding for the cleanup of nuclear hazardous waste sites, which represents only 0.025% of the proposed $1.6 trillion in tax cuts; and

WHEREAS, our federal budget and economic policy should solely reflect the priorities of ordinary Americans: cleaning up hazardous nuclear waste sites, particularly the Paducah and Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plants; and

WHEREAS, in determining the federal budget, Congress must strike a reasonable balance between spending in areas of national priority, a reduction of the national debt, tax cuts, and cleaning up hazardous waste sites, including the Paducah and Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plants;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby respectfully request that the Commonwealth of Kentucky's elected representatives in the United States Congress prioritize full funding of the cleanup of the Paducah and Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plants ahead of the tax relief plan introduced by President Bush.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the Honorable Mitch McConnell, 361A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510-1702; the Honorable Jim Bunning, 502 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510; the Honorable Edward Whitfield, 236 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515-1701; the Honorable Ron Lewis, 223 Cannon House Office Building, Washington D.C. 20515-1702; the Honorable Anne Northup, 1004 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515-1703; the Honorable Ken Lucas, 1237 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515-1704; the Honorable Harold Rogers, 2470 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515; and the Honorable Ernest Lee Fletcher, 1117 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515-1706.
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