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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in recognition of the men and women serving America's interests in the United States Coast Guard, one of the nation's five armed services, and known as America's "Lifesavers and Guardians of the Sea."

WHEREAS, the United States Coast Guard is a multi-mission and maritime service that defended our nation admirably in combat during World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the Persian Gulf War, as well as in Haiti, Panama, and during other conflicts; and 

WHEREAS, national defense is a core component of the United States Coast Guard missions that enhance regional stability; and homeland security and preventing terrorist attacks are of paramount importance; and port security is an important component of national defense, not just an issue for our nation's coastline, but also for its inland navigable waterways and ports, which, up to this point, have been largely ignored in the area of maritime security; and

WHEREAS, the most recent Quadrennial Defense Review contained strong warnings about threats to our homeland, and numerous other studies and commissions have concluded that our waterways are much too vulnerable; therefore, it is imperative that the United States Coast Guard devote more resources and planning toward national defense, port security, and maritime security; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Defense has identified roles and missions for the Reserve components in homeland security, but the Coast Guard needs to elevate and strengthen its ties and relevance to the Department of Defense, mainly because United States military installations make tempting targets, particularly those on our waterways, including the inland waterways; and

WHEREAS, the Deepwater Project is critical to maritime security and homeland security in maintaining maritime domain threat awareness and response, and the Congress of the United States should fully support the Deepwater Project, already long overdue; and

WHEREAS, the United States Coast Guard is under the auspices of Admiral James M. Loy, Commandant; Admiral Thomas H. Collins, Vice-Commandant; Admiral Timothy W. Josiah, Chief-of-Staff; and Rear Admiral R. Dennis Sirois, Director of Reserve and Training;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby recognize and honor the courageous men and women of the United States Coast Guard who have been serving America's interests for over two hundred years. This honorable body also acknowledges the important role the Coast Guard plays in national defense, and the increasing role it should play in homeland security.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the brave men and women of the United States Coast Guard who have sacrificed their lives during combat or dangerous rescue attempts.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Admiral James M. Loy, Commandant; Admiral Thomas H. Collins, Vice-Commandant; Admiral Timothy W. Josiah, Chief-of-Staff; and Rear Admiral Dennis Sirois, Director of Reserve and Training, the United States Coast Guard Headquarters, 2100 Second Street, SW, Room 3420, Washington, D. C. 20593-0100; and ten copies to Representative Steve Riggs for distribution to the proper authorities.
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