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A RESOLUTION to express opposition to drilling for gas in the Breaks Interstate Park.

WHEREAS, the Breaks Interstate Park is a place of extraordinary natural beauty and a destination for 400,000 tourists every year; and

WHEREAS, the park is Pike County's only state park and an important source of jobs and income for Pike County; and

WHEREAS, the park is a unique example of interstate cooperation; and

WHEREAS, the area within the park boundaries on the Kentucky side known as Potter Flats is central to the expansion and development plans for the park; and

WHEREAS, the mineral rights to Potter Flats are owned by parties who have made plans for drilling natural gas wells within the park boundaries; and

WHEREAS, the Breaks Park Commission has stated its desire to have no mineral development in the park; and

WHEREAS, such drilling would have drastic negative effects on the scenic beauty, attractiveness to tourists, and development plans for the park;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Breaks Interstate Park is a valuable asset to the residents of Pike County, to all Kentuckians, to Virginia and to the nation.

Section 2.   The highest and best use of land within the park boundaries is for outdoor recreation and other tourism-related activities.

Section 3.   This honorable body opposes any efforts to drill for gas within the park boundaries and urges all parties to consider alternatives for disposition of lands within the park boundary that do not involve any action that would detract from its value as a scenic outdoor recreation destination.
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