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A RESOLUTION to request the Legislative Research Commission to study the cumulative effect of state and federal policies on Kentucky's forest productivity.

WHEREAS, the state's forests benefit Kentucky citizens through timber production, wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, quality water, and natural beauty; and

WHEREAS, the state's forests make possible 48,000 jobs and support primary and secondary wood industries that contribute five billion dollars to the economy of the state; and

WHEREAS, 93 percent of Kentucky's 12.7 million acres of forestland is privately owned and 50 percent of the state is covered in woodlands; and

WHEREAS, proper management of Kentucky's forests can lead to greater productivity for this natural resource and a stronger economy for the state;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Legislative Research Commission is requested to study state and federal inheritance, property, and income tax policies for the purpose of identifying policies that discourage good forest management practices. In addition, the study shall identify incentives to encourage good forest management. A report is requested to be submitted to the 2002 General Assembly.

Section 2.   The study is requested to be conducted with the assistance of the Revenue Cabinet, the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet, and the University of Kentucky.

Section 3.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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