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A RESOLUTION welcoming Rick Pitino as the new Men's Basketball Coach at the University of Louisville.

WHEREAS, Rick Pitino was born in New York City on September 18, 1952, the son of Rosario "Sal" Pitino and Charlotte Pitino; and

WHEREAS, Rick Pitino was an outstanding high school basketball player at St. Dominic's High School on Long Island, where he became known as "Rifle Rick," and he played four seasons at the University of Massachusetts, averaging 28 points per game his senior season; and

WHEREAS, Rick Pitino graduated from the University of Massachusetts in 1974 and embarked on a coaching career that includes being named the head coach at Boston University in 1978, at the age of 26, and continued with stops as an assistant coach with the New York Knicks, and as head coach of Providence College, which he took to the Final Four in 1987; and

WHEREAS, Rick Pitino became the head coach of the New York Knicks, where he turned the team around immediately, improving from 24 wins in the season prior to his arrival to 52 wins in his first season; and

WHEREAS, in 1989, Rick Pitino was tapped to become the fourth head coach in the modern history of the University of Kentucky and had incredible success in his eight years there, including three trips to the Final Four and an NCAA National Championship in 1996; and

WHEREAS, Rick Pitino, seeking new challenges, became President and head coach of the Boston Celtics in May, 1997; and

WHEREAS, Rick Pitino, who was recently announced as the new Men's Basketball Coach at the University of Louisville, has come home to Kentucky, a place foreign to him and his family when they arrived in 1989, but a place they grew to love and call their own; and

WHEREAS, with the same enthusiasm that has marked all the challenges he has tackled in life, Rick Pitino faces the challenge of building onto the framework of one of the nation's great basketball programs, a framework created by the legendary Coach Peck Hickman, nurtured by the successes of Coach John Dromo, and raised to the ultimate heights by Hall of Fame Coach Denny Crum; and

WHEREAS, fans of the University of Louisville, as well as all Kentuckians, welcome Rick Pitino back to the Bluegrass and wish him the absolute best in cementing the Commonwealth's reputation as the basketball capital of the world;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the Members of this House of Representatives, both individually and collectively, welcome Rick Pitino to the University of Louisville and wish him continued success in all his endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Rick Pitino, Men's Basketball Coach, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky 40292.
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