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A RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board to adopt an ergonomics standard.

WHEREAS, after more than ten years of research and debate, the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration issued its final standard on ergonomics in November 2000; and

WHEREAS, the federal ergonomics standard is effective in January 2001 for general industry employers, but the Commonwealth of Kentucky and other states that have primacy over their occupational safety and health programs have six months to adopt the federal ergonomics standard or a standard at least as effective as the federal standard; and 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the ergonomics standard is to reduce musculoskeletal disorders developed annually by workers whose jobs involve repetitive motions, force, awkward postures, contact stress and vibration; and 

WHEREAS, nearly 600,000 musculoskeletal disorders that cause lost workdays are reported annually to the Bureau of Labor Statistics by general industry employers, and according to the Kentucky Labor Cabinet, repeated trauma disorders were the most common illness reported by Kentucky's private sector industries in 1998; and

WHEREAS, the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration estimates that the federal ergonomics standard will prevent millions of work-related musculoskeletal disorders annually which correspondingly is expected to result in ongoing savings in employers' workers' compensation costs; and

WHEREAS, expeditious adoption of an ergonomics standard is necessary to prevent future injuries to Kentucky's employees and avoid higher workers' compensation costs to Kentucky's employers;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body urges the Kentucky Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board to expeditiously adopt an ergonomics standard that is at least as effective as the federal ergonomics standard issued in November 2000 by the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration.

Section 2.   That the Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this resolution to Joe Norsworthy, Secretary, Kentucky Labor Cabinet, 1047 U. S. 127 South, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, for distribution to the members of the Kentucky Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board.
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