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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Marvin L. "Pete" Worthington.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay tribute to Pete Worthington, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Pete Worthington was born in Maysville, Mason County, Kentucky, on December 5, 1940, the eldest son of the late Marvin Lawrence "Buster" and Maude Graham Worthington, and he departed this life on October 12, 2000; and

WHEREAS, Pete Worthington was the loving father of two daughters, Laura Harris and Dr. Julie Worthington, and a son, Weston W. Worthington, and he was the proud grandfather of Steely and Henry Harris; and

WHEREAS, Pete Worthington began his political career in 1974 when he successfully ran for a seat on the Fleming County Board of Education; and

WHEREAS, Pete Worthington was elected to the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1977, where he served for twenty-two years, including a tenure as Speaker Pro Tempore from 1985 to 1992; and

WHEREAS, through the years, Pete Worthington developed a masterful command of the budget process, striving with dogged determination to plead the cause of a constituency whose voice he felt had often been left unheard, and to ensure that public resources were dedicated to improving economic opportunities and quality of life for rural Kentuckians; and

WHEREAS, Pete Worthington ably served as chair of the Budget Subcommittee on Transportation, fighting for numerous highway projects for "the people back home," and just days before his passing, presided over the dedication of a new $37 million bridge located near the City of Maysville and spanning the Ohio River; and

WHEREAS, during the 2000 Regular Session of the General Assembly, Pete Worthington tenaciously fought to ensure that half of the $180 million federal tobacco settlement money be returned home to tobacco-producing counties, or directly to farmers whose livelihoods are now at stake; and

WHEREAS, Pete Worthington will be sorely missed by the Kentucky General Assembly for many years to come, and his loss will be felt most pointedly by those who not only were his constituents, but his friends, for whom he never lost his dedication, nor his will to fight; and

WHEREAS, all who knew and admired Pete Worthington will grieve over their loss, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Pete Worthington, and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The passion, dedication, intelligence and social consciousness Pete Worthington brought to this commonwealth will never be forgotten, and his influence will continue.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, January 2, 2001, it does so in loving memory and honor of Pete Worthington.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. and Mrs. Greg Harris, 101 Leech Court, Glasgow, Kentucky 42141; Dr. Julie Worthington, 3615 Granada Street West, Tampa, Florida 33606; and Mr. Weston W. Worthington, P.O. Box 214, Washington, Kentucky 41096.
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