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A RESOLUTION calling upon the Commission on Fire Protection Personnel Standards and Education and the State Fire Marshall to decrease paperwork requirements placed upon volunteer fire departments.

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky is blessed to have 18,125 volunteer firefighters; and

WHEREAS, these gallant firefighters daily place their lives in hazard so that their fellow Kentuckians may live in safety; and

WHEREAS, these 18,125 firefighters live as ordinary citizens until called upon to perform extraordinary feats of professionalism and bravery; and

WHEREAS, so many counties rely upon these conscientious volunteers for their fire protection needs, Fayette County being the only county that has fire protection provided solely by paid firefighters and Jefferson County, the Commonwealth's most populous county, having only two fire departments made up of wholly paid firefighters ; and

WHEREAS, only 143 volunteer fire departments have any paid firefighters; and

WHEREAS, 682 fire departments have no paid firefighters on staff at all; and

WHEREAS, the onerous burden of paperwork eats into the time available for volunteer firefighters to live their ordinary lives; and

WHEREAS, this burden may reduce the attractiveness of the calling; and

WHEREAS, the local communities of the Commonwealth are so ably served by these volunteer firefighters; and

WHEREAS, it would be an economic hardship or impossibility for these communities to replace volunteer firefighters;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   To call upon the Commission on Fire Protection Personnel Standards and Education and the State Fire Marshall to make all possible efforts to decrease the burden of paperwork placed upon volunteer firefighters.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to direct a copy of this resolution to the Commission on Fire Protection Personnel Standards and Education, 2750 Research Park Drive, Barn Annex, P.O. Box 14092, Lexington KY 40512-4092.
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