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SUBJECT/TITLE
An act relating to school buses

SPONSOR
Senator Joey Pendleton

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Peace Officers

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The measure amends KRS 189.125, relating to mandatory seat belt usage, to require all school buses to be equipped with lap and shoulder combination-type seat belts for the driver and each seating position on the bus.  The measure requires buses owned by both public and nonpublic schools to comply.  Exemptions are granted from wearing a seat belt if the individual can provide a written statement from a physician or licensed chiropractor that the person is unable, for medical or physical reasons to wear a seat belt.  The measure prohibits an owner or operator from being liable for injuries a passenger on a school bus may receive if the person knowingly and willfully failed to wear a seat belt in violation of these requirements.  Under this measure, peace officers are required to issue a uniform citation to the operator for failure to comply.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this measure is indeterminable, but would probably not be significant.  The measure enhances the safe operation of vehicles used to transport children.  This could result in less time spent by peace officers dealing with injurious accidents involving school buses.  However, the measure would increase peace officers responsibility for citing non-compliant operators.  The Executive Director of the Kentucky Sheriffs Association did not feel this measure would significantly impact peace officers.  In the event of non-compliant operators, actions taken by peace officers would be in the normal scope of their duties.
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