HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2001 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of SB 139/GA

On page 2, after line 20, insert the following:

"Section 2.   The Task Force on Native American Indian Tribes in the Commonwealth is created to study the implications of and the issues involved in state recognition of Native American Indian tribes in Kentucky. The Task Force shall consist of the following eight (8) members:

(1)
Two (2) Senators, appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2)
Two (2) Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(3)
The following members appointed by the Legislative Research Commission:

(a)
One (1) representative of the American Indian Movement in Kentucky;

(b)
Two (2) representatives of the Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission; and

(c)
One (1) representative of the Unity Conference.

Section 3.   One of the Senate members shall be appointed co-chair by the President of the Senate, and one of the Representative members shall be appointed co-chair by the Speaker of the House.

Section 4.   The Task Force shall have, but not be limited to, the following duties and responsibilities:

(1)
Conduct a thorough study of federal recognition criteria and procedures;

(2)
Review the benefits, disadvantages, and responsibilities of state recognition of a tribe as they apply both to the Commonwealth and to any tribe so recognized;

(3)
Study the relationship of a state-recognized tribe to the government of the Commonwealth;

(4)
Examine the needs of Native American Indians residing in the Commonwealth as they relate to state recognition of tribes;

(5)
Survey, at its discretion, the experiences, procedures, guidelines, and legislation of other states, including those states that have federal recognition only, state recognition only, state and federal recognition, and those states that have neither recognition.

(6)
Report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission by November 15, 2001, including but not limited to addressing whether or not it is in the best interests of the Commonwealth and the Native American Indians residing therein to officially recognize Native American Indian tribes as separate and distinct governments within Kentucky's borders, and, if the recommendation is that the state should grant that recognition, addressing the criteria for choosing which groups to recognize and the procedures to be followed. The Task Force shall also include any recommendations for legislation that it deems appropriate and necessary to implement its final recommendations.

Section 5.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.".
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