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AN ACT relating to highways.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 176.010 is amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:

(1)
"AASHTO" means the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials;
(2)
"Cabinet" means the Transportation Cabinet;
(3)
"Department" means Department of Highways;[ and]
(4)
"FHWA" means the Federal Highway Administration;
(5)
"Highway" means all federal, state, county, and city roads;
(6)[(2)]
"Roads" includes highways, bridges, and bridge approaches; and
(7)
"Secretary" means the secretary of the Transportation Cabinet.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 176 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
All highway projects enacted in the six (6) year road plan, as defined in KRS 176.419, shall be constructed to meet or exceed standards established by the FHWA for highway and bridge construction that are in force at the time the highway or bridge is constructed. The cabinet shall also follow policy guidelines established by AASHTO governing design standards for highways and bridges. If a conflict exists between a standard established by the FHWA and one established by AASHTO, the cabinet shall follow the more stringent standard.

(2)
The cabinet shall be prohibited from modifying or weakening the provisions of this section through an administrative regulation promulgated under KRS Chapter 13A, or through an official order or general policy guideline issued by the secretary relating to specifications for road and bridge construction.

(3)
The cabinet shall ensure that during construction projects on highways and upon completion of construction projects on highways all motorists are appropriately notified of areas with low shoulders or soft shoulders by erecting and maintaining warning signs that are in compliance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. The signs shall remain in place until the shoulder is reconstructed to where it is no longer a low shoulder or soft shoulder.
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