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SUBJECT/TITLE
Runoff primary for gubernatorial slates

SPONSOR
Senator Robert Stivers

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County clerks' offices, fiscal courts

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing

Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 189 would eliminate the runoff primary for gubernatorial slates.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 189 is indeterminable, but could result in significant savings because the measure eliminates the requirement for a statewide gubernatorial primary runoff election.  The bill abolishes the current requirement of a runoff primary if a slate of governor-lieutenant governor candidates fails to receive 40 percent of the vote in a regular primary.  The savings would result because the bill does away with a potential election.  Kentucky has never had such an election.

The state and individual counties bear the cost of elections.  The state reimbursement to counties for conducting elections currently amounts to $300 per precinct, although the figure comes nowhere near covering the per-precinct cost for most counties.  For example, the state Board of Elections surveyed counties in the spring of 1999 regarding the fall 1998 General Election.  A total of 115 counties responded (containing 3,030 precincts), with the total cost of that election amounting to $3,234,984.  That election averaged costing almost $1,068 per precinct.  Using that average per-precinct cost, a typical election in the state (3,361 precincts in 120 counties) could cost over $3.6 million, with counties paying almost $2.6 million of that amount.

Per-precinct costs vary from county to county.  For example, the lowest per-precinct average in the 1998 election was $370; the highest per-precinct average was $2,104.  Typically, election costs cover such activities as training and paying election officers, printing ballots and setting machines, advertising, telephones, utilities, rent for voting locations, county board members' salaries, supplies and materials, mileage, tabulators, moving voting machines and even providing portable toilets.
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