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SUBJECT/TITLE
Telephone Solicitation

SPONSOR
Sen. Alice Kerr

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Jails

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Senate Bill 192, House Committee Substitute, limits the activities of telephone solicitors and makes it a Class D felony to willfully make improper promotional offers.  Promotional offers shall not state, represent or imply that; a recipient has won a particular prize unless the recipient has won that prize; a recipient has a special status or relationship to the person making the promotional offer; require that a prize entry be accompanied by a payment for a product or service ordered; use fake checks or documents resembling those of the state or federal government agencies; state or imply that the purchase of a product or service will allow a prize entry to receive priority; or use a fictitious person or name for individuals making the promotional offer.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of HB 192/HCS is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  Class D felons are routinely housed in county jails, and the term of the penalty is one to five years.  To the extent that individuals are convicted of willfully making improper promotional offers under this statute, county jails may be expected to house these prisoners for the term of their penalty as a Class D felon.  The state, however, compensates local jails for housing state prisoners at a rate of $26.86.  County costs for housing prisoners are often less than the amount of the daily compensation the state provides for housing these prisoners.  Additionally, it is not expected that this statute will result in a large number of convictions that would result in a strain on the resources of local jails.  Therefore, even those counties that do receive some additional prisoners under this bill, may expect the cost of incarcerating those prisoners to be defrayed by the states contribution for housing state prisoners.
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