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SUBJECT/TITLE
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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
 
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County government, operations

Requirement:

Mandatory
X
Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS
BR 233 allows the transfer of territory and population from one county to another.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 233 is indeterminable.  The legislation would have short-term and long-term effects.

This measure allows citizens of a county to petition for transfer of the territory in which they live from their county to an adjoining county.  For the short term, fiscal courts of the bordering counties would be required to negotiate agreements and adopt ordinances approving the transfer.  Also, the county clerk in the county where the residents live would be required to examine and certify the authenticity of signatures of a petition requesting the transfer, and to place a question on the ballot allowing affected residents to vote on the issue.  There could be costs related to those certifications, along with mailing costs and election-related costs.   Fiscal courts would be impacted in terms of having to meet, negotiate agreements and adopt ordinances related to transfer.  This will take time and resources.

It should be pointed out that this Act will be effective only upon ratification of a Kentucky constitutional amendment authorizing the division of counties by vote of residents of an area to be transferred.  Also, fiscal courts would have to agree to terms before a transfer could take place, under the measure.

Any transfer of territory from one county to another would carry some long-term effects.  The ability to transfer territory between counties could result in a reduction or increase in the tax bases of the affected counties.  It also could mean a reduction or increase in the cost of the provision of services for counties involved.  Usually those services fall under these broad categories -- general government, law enforcement and criminal justice, environmental and community development, health services, community and social services, and recreation, culture and education.

It is not known how many areas the legislation could affect.  One publicized instance involves small portions of Russell and Wayne counties in southern Kentucky, which have been cut off for years from their counties by Lake Cumberland.  The lake-locked territories border Pulaski County.  According to published reports, residents of the lake-locked section of Wayne County complained that road-repair crews and law enforcement authorities are slow to come to their area.  Currently,  the affected residents of Wayne and Russell counties receive some key services, such as water, fire protection, and emergency-911 coverage, from Pulaski County under interlocal agreements.

As noted, any property transfers would affect property tax receipts for counties and schools.  But in cases where territory is not easily accessible from a parent county, such as the sections of Russell and Wayne County, and it is costly to deliver services, there probably would be savings.
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