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SUBJECT/TITLE
An act relating to emergency services.

SPONSOR
Senator Lindy Casebier

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local Governments who operate ambulance services

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Amend KRS 311.658 to permit emergency medical technician-basic providers and paramedics to administer epinephrine for allergic reactions under medical protocol of the licensed ambulance service; and create a new section of KRS 311.652 to 311.658 to require ambulance providers to stock epinephrine and administration supplies on ambulances and to establish medical protocol for treatment of allergic reactions.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this measure is indeterminable, but would likely be minimal.  Currently emergency medical technicians cannot administer epinephrine to persons who need treatment of allergic reactions.  The emergency technicians cannot administer any kind of invasive treatment.  Although paramedics can provide invasive treatments, most ambulance services do not stock this inexpensive medicine (epinephrine) on ambulances.  This measure would require ambulance service providers to permit emergency medical technicians-basic providers and paramedics to administer epinephrine for allergic reactions under medical protocol of the licensed ambulance service provider.  Additionally, this measure will require ambulance service providers to stock epinephrine and administration supplies on ambulances and establish medical protocol for treatment of allergic reactions.

The fiscal impact would result from management establishing protocol, additional training for EMTs and providing adequate supplies of epinephrine and proper means of delivery.  Epinephren is generally very inexpensive, however if epi-pens (an instrument for non invasive delivery of medication) are required for EMTs, the cost would be higher.  Additionally, when the drug is used, the cost would be recovered through patient billing.  Generally in urban areas paramedics are standard on ambulance runs.  However, in rural areas EMTs are standard which would require intense training and strict protocol.
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