COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LOCAL MANDATE FISCAL IMPACT ESTIMATE

2001 REGULAR SESSION
2000-2001 INTERIM

MEASURE

2001 RS BR 
 164


Amendment:

Committee

Floor

Bill #:
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SUBJECT/TITLE
Needle exchange

SPONSOR
Sen. Gerald Neal

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local Health Departments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 35 implements a harm reduction program in local health departments.  Under this bill, individuals may exchange used hypodermic syringes or needles for free, sterile hypodermic syringes and needles to be provided by the local health departments.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of SB 35 is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The cost of needles and syringes for this program is not anticipated to be great.  While reliable information about the number of intravenous drug users in the state is lacking, it is felt that not all of these drug users will make use of the program.  It is believed that the social stigma of drug addiction will inhibit some drug users from participating in the needle exchange, thus reducing demand for the program.  Health department employees are already trained in procedures necessary for the disposal of biologically hazardous waste, so additional training on the handling and disposal of the used needles and syringes would not be required.    Health department officials indicated that, should intravenous drug users come in to the health departments to exchange needles, department staff would feel the need to offer services and counseling programs to those individuals.  Such services, however, are not mandated by this bill.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Eric Clark, LRC; Rosie Miklavcic, Franklin County Health Department; Jo Zingg, Lexington Fayette Urban County Government Health Department

PREPARER
Tom Hewlett
REVIEW

DATE


Page 1

