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AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments
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Sen Stivers
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Text of Legislation:
Limit DNA testing to sexual offenders and violent offenders rather than require testing of all felons. Implement program July 15, 2002. 

.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The bill, as proposed and amended by SFA1, requires that tests for DNA analysis and storage be administered to all felons convicted in accordance with KRS 439.3401, known as the Violent Offender Statute, after July 15, 2002.  While the Department of Corrections presently collects blood samples and sends these to the Kentucky State Police in Frankfort for DNA analysis on all sex offenders (KRS 510 and 530.020), this bill would expand testing to include those convicted of Assault I, Kidnapping, Manslaughter I and Murder.

The Department of Corrections experiences approximately 135 new felony admissions each year at its correctional facilities for the added offenses specified in this bill generally at the Department’s Admissions and Classification (A&C) Unit at the Roederer Correctional Complex in LaGrange.  Exceptions are death penalty convictions and other very high security felons.  The Department anticipates that with these relatively small numbers, blood samples can be handled with current staff resources.  Collected samples are mailed or delivered to the State Police Lab in Frankfort.  It is assumed that the test kits will be provided at no cost to the Department of Corrections by the Kentucky State Police in the same manner as sex offenders’ tests are currently handled.  It is also presumed that the Kentucky State Police will also continue to bear the cost of DNA analysis and data storage.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Based upon the facts and assumptions cited above, there is no significant estimated cost to the Department of Corrections associated with collecting and delivering to the Kentucky State Police the required blood tests on the approximately 135 new convicted felons as specified above.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    
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