SENATE

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2001 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of SB 48

On pages 1 through 19, after the enacting clause, by deleting all the text thereafter and inserting:

"Section 1.   The General Assembly finds that the Jefferson County Air Pollution Control Board has operated a vehicle emissions testing (VET) program since 1984; that the VET program's purpose is to control certain emissions of air pollutants that are regulated under the federal Clean Air Act for the protection of public health; that since 1984, the regulation of pollutants has tightened and technological controls on a variety of air emission sources have improved: for example, vehicle manufacturers produce vehicles that operate with fewer polluting emissions, vehicle computers allow more accurate tests of emissions with greater convenience to vehicle operators, and gasoline formulations will change to reduce harmful components, such as sulfur; and that, given the changes that have occurred since 1984, an open, public discussion of the VET program is necessary to determine what, if any, continuing role the VET program should play in meeting the federal Clean Air Act standards for Jefferson County and the surrounding area.

Section 2.   Based on these findings, the General Assembly establishes the Jefferson County VET Review Task Force. The members of the Task Force shall include: the Mayor of Louisville and the County Judge/Executive of Jefferson County, who shall serve as co-chairs of the Task Force; two members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate; two members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House; a member of the Jefferson County Fiscal Court, who shall be appointed by the Jefferson County Fiscal Court; a member of the Louisville Board of Aldermen, who shall be appointed by the Louisville Board of Aldermen; and four members of the public, two appointed by the Mayor of Louisville and two appointed by the County Judge/Executive of Jefferson County. Seven members of the Task Force shall constitute a quorum. 

Section 3.   The Task Force shall review the role the VET program plays in meeting the federal Clean Air Act standards. The review shall include, but not be limited to, determining if the program still serves its intended purpose and if alternatives are available to accomplish the federal Clean Air Act goals without the VET program or with the program modified. The Task Force shall identify specific modifications to the VET program or recommend that the VET program be terminated. The Task Force shall submit findings and recommendations for VET program changes and any statutory changes to the Legislative Research Commission and the Jefferson County Air Pollution Control District by December 1, 2002.

Section 4.   The Task Force shall be staffed by the Legislative Research Commission staff.

Section 5.   Provisions of this bill to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternately assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date."
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