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AN ACT relating to environmental protection.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The General Assembly finds that in various areas of the Commonwealth of Kentucky vehicle emissions testing (VET) programs have operated since 1984; that the VET program's purpose is to control certain emissions of air pollutants that are regulated under the federal Clean Air Act for the protection of public health; that since 1984, the regulation of pollutants has tightened and technological controls on a variety of air emission sources have improved; that vehicle manufacturers produce vehicles that operate with fewer polluting emissions; that gasoline formulations have changed and will continue to change to reduce harmful components; that 98% of vehicles in Jefferson County pass the VET when administered; that VET Programs are seen by many citizens as an imposition and unnecessary or ineffective to achieve the program’s purpose; that federal law allows various approaches to attaining air quality; that areas with VET programs have attained federal standards or are soon expected to do so; that the changes which have occurred since 1984 have lead to considerable debate whether the VET programs have contributed significantly to the improvement in air quality; and that an open, public discussion of the VET program is necessary to determine what, if any, continuing role the VET program should play in meeting the federal Clean Air Act standards in communities in Kentucky.

Section 2.   Based on these findings, the General Assembly directs that any county which is in attainment of the federal Clean Air Act National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) shall make the necessary applications to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to eliminate the VET Program at the earliest possible date. The Air Pollution Control Board or Secretary of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet shall report its application to the Legislative Research Commission.

Section 3.   If there are counties not in attainment of the federal Clean Air Act NAAQS, there shall be established a VET Program Review Group to develop a strategy to identify alternate methods to bring those counties into attainment of the federal Clean Air Act NAAQS without the use of a VET Program. Appointments to the VET Program Review Group shall be made as follows: one (1) member appointed by the County Judge Executive of a county in which a VET Program is in operation; one (1) member appointed by the Mayor of the largest city within a county in which a VET Program is in operation; two (2) citizens that reside within a county in which a VET Program is in operation appointed by the Senate President; two (2) citizens that reside within a county in which a VET Program is in operation appointed by the Speaker of the House; two (2) citizens that reside within a county in which a VET Program is in operation appointed by the Governor; and one (1) designee from the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet. A majority of the VET Program Review Group shall constitute a quorum.

Section 4.   The VET Program Review Group shall be attached to the Interim Joint Committee on Agriculture and Natural Resources for administrative and staff support and appointments shall be made by May 1, 2001. The VET Program Review Group shall hold meetings on a regular basis open to the public and subject to KRS 61.805 to 61.850 and public hearings as necessary. The Group shall seek assistance from the appropriate offices of the U.S. EPA. The VET Program Review Group shall make quarterly reports to the LRC regarding its progress. By December 1, 2002, a final report with recommendations shall be made to the LRC setting out the best method of bringing every county into attainment of the federal Clean Air Act NAAQS by October 31, 2003 without the use of a VET Program.
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