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Summary:

This bill will require all health benefit plans to cover payment of anesthesia and hospital or facility charges for services rendered in a hospital or ambulatory surgical facility in connection with dental procedures for (1) children below the age of 9, (2) persons with serious mental or physical conditions, (3) persons with significant behavioral problems, (4) persons certified by a provider as in need of hospitalization or anesthesia to safely perform the dental procedures. 

At least 24 states, including Tennessee and Indiana, have a law that mandates similar coverage for dental procedures. Indiana's law, 27-13-7-15, applies to a child under the age of 19.  This bill, 2001 BR 884, is based on a North Carolina statute.

1.
Will the coverage increase or decrease the cost of the treatment or services?

The cost of the treatment could be affected if the hospital or facility costs differ from the costs if the treatment is rendered at the dental office. The cost could also be affected by whether it is easier and less time consuming if performed in a setting other than the dental office.

2.
Will the coverage increase the appropriate use of the treatment or service?
There could be an increase in use if insurance is available to pay the cost of the service. 

3.
Will the treatment or service be a substitute for more expensive treatment or coverage?

Unknown. A person with the Louisiana Blue Cross Blue Shield stated that the majority of these cases would be performed in an outpatient setting and the cost to the plan would increase its plan costs by .13%. 
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