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SUBJECT/TITLE
Health Insurance

SPONSOR
Senator Tom Buford

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Counties or Cities providing health insurance plans

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Senate Bill 74 requires that all health benefit plans issued or renewed after the effective date of the act shall provide coverage for payment of anesthesia and hospital or facility charges for services performed in a hospital or ambulatory surgery facility in connection with dental procedures for children below nine years of age, persons with serious mental or physical conditions, behavioral problems, or other condition related to age or physical impairment where hospitalization or anesthesia is required to safely and effectively perform the procedure.  The provider must certify that the procedure is necessary.  All deductibles, coinsurance and other restrictions would still apply.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The impact of SB 74 is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  While any health mandate might be expected to drive up the cost of insurance premiums, officials with the Department of Insurance and the Kentucky Association of Counties felt the impact of this mandate would be minimal.  Officials pointed out that SB 74 applies to only a limited number of insured, and to a specific and limited type of procedure.  Additionally, a provider would be required to certify the necessity of the procedure.  Department of Insurance officials estimated that insurance contribution costs would increase 1% or less.  Counties, cities, or urban-county governments with self-insurance programs might see a minimal increase in costs, but these cost increases were again expected to be small.
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