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SUBJECT/TITLE
Restaurant local option elections

SPONSOR
Senator Vernie McGaha

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Local option

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 244 deletes statutory language allowing local option elections for restaurants and dining facilities in dry cities and counties.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 244 is indeterminable.  This measure effectively bars local option elections for restaurants and dining facilities in dry cities and counties.  Because the expense of a local option election is borne by a county, a county will no longer have to incur the cost of this type election. It is difficult to predict how many of these elections will occur in the future.  Presumably, the costs of policing, regulating and administering distilled spirit sales in those circumstances would be avoided, although cities and counties generally impose regulatory license fees aimed at covering those costs.

The legislation also deletes a provision allowing Sunday liquor-by-the-drink sales at certain hotels, motels and restaurants in third-class cities.  
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