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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the President to release adjusted census data to the states and urging the President and Congress to use adjusted census data for allocation of federal funds to the states.

WHEREAS, both the United States Census Bureau and the National Academy of Sciences have concluded that adjusted census figures are more accurate than unadjusted data; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the United States census is to ensure that the one man - one vote principle on which this nation was founded is upheld; and

WHEREAS, unadjusted census data does not uphold this principle as well as adjusted data; and

WHEREAS, African-Americans and Hispanics are likely to be undercounted more than two and one-half times as often as the rest of the general population; and

WHEREAS, the Hispanic population in Kentucky has grown eight times faster than the other elements of Kentucky's population; and

WHEREAS, there is no doubt that racial and ethnic minorities and low-income persons are disproportionately undercounted; and 

WHEREAS, failure to release adjusted census data would possibly cause millions of undercounted voters to be effectively disenfranchised, losing their voice at the polls; and

WHEREAS, 91% of all lost funds due to a census undercount are related to Medicaid, which directly impacts the Kentucky Medical Assistance Program, a program already facing a deficit; and 

WHEREAS, the undercount for children is nearly twice that of adults, and there are only four states with fewer children in poverty than Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, these are the people who will be most negatively impacted by any reduction in federal funding due to an undercount;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   That the President of the United States, George W. Bush, is hereby urged to enable the states to uphold their constitutional responsibility to accurately redistrict their populations in accordance with one man - one vote standards by releasing adjusted census data to the states for their possible use.

Section 2.   That the United States Congress and the President of the United States, George W. Bush, are hereby urged to use adjusted census data for allocating federal funds to the states, ensuring that ethnic minorities, low-income persons, and Kentucky's children in poverty will receive their fair share of federal assistance.

Section 3.   That the Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to each member of the Kentucky congressional delegation as follows:

(1)
Senator Mitch McConnell, 361A Russell Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510;

(2)
Senator Jim Bunning, 502 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510;

(3)
Representative Edward Whitfield, 236 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20510;

(4)
Representative Ron Lewis, 223 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515;

(5)
Representative Anne Northup, 1004 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515;

(6)
Representative Ken Lucas, 1237 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515;

(7)
Representative Harold Rogers, 2470 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515; and

(8)
Representative Ernest Lee Fletcher, 1117 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515.
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