UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  01/29/01
01 REG. SESS.
01 RS BR 327


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing a study of the unequal availability of high speed Internet access throughout the Commonwealth and ways to make high speed Internet access both available and affordable to traditionally underserved areas.

WHEREAS, economic development in the new economy is predicated on the availability of information technologies such as high speed Internet access; and

WHEREAS, high speed Internet access can improve educational opportunities, create new marketing and sales opportunities for businesses, and expand existing information networks such as the University of Kentucky's telemedicine to less economically prosperous areas of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, deployment of the communications backbone network that would support the offering of high speed Internet access is not occurring in the rural, less populous areas of the state; and

WHEREAS, offerings of digital subscriber line (DSL) and integrated services digital network (ISDN) are uneven across the state and deployment is inhibited by a range of limitations on the communications network that would typically be found in rural, less populous areas;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Subcommittee on Information Technology of the Interim Joint Committee on State Government is directed to study the availability of high speed Internet access across the state. The study shall identify areas of the state where technologies such as DSL and ISDN are currently unavailable, determine the reasons for the slow diffusion of high speed Internet access to these areas, and recommend ways to improve offerings in traditionally underserved areas.

Section 2.   The Subcommittee on Information Technology shall make a report of the study's findings and develop recommendations for action to be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission by December 1, 2002.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternately assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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