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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to a balanced national energy policy.

WHEREAS, the United States energy and environmental policy over the past eight years has been biased against the use of coal as an energy-generating fuel, making it more costly to burn coal than either natural gas or oil; and

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has used its regulatory authority to tighten control of air pollutants and implement additional regulatory restrictions on large utility boilers; and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Energy (DOE) created incentives for and educated consumers about renewable fuels, but DOE has nevertheless failed to support viable clean coal technologies as a method of producing cleaner, cheaper energy; and

WHEREAS, current technologies can burn coal in a safe and environmentally sound manner and further research and development into clean coal technologies promises to make coal a cheaper, stable source of electric energy; and

WHEREAS, many utilities and non-utilities are adding new generation fired by natural gas and increasing their purchases of renewable and hydroelectric energy; and

WHEREAS, the retail price for natural gas and renewable energy resources is more expensive than the price of energy from coal, and data from the U.S. Energy Information Agency (EIA) shows that coal continues to supply roughly half of the nation's energy; and

WHEREAS, higher energy prices during the 2000-2001 winter heating season, attributable in part to the heavier reliance on natural gas and renewables, has prompted the President's release of emergency Low Income Home Energy Assistance;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Kentucky General Assembly respectfully requests that the Bush administration develop a balanced energy policy that does not create disincentives to the use of coal as an electric generating fuel.

Section 2.   In seeking to develop various incentives to improve the environment and make energy affordable for the consumer, the Kentucky General Assembly also requests that additional efforts be taken to encourage the use of and create incentives for advanced research and development in clean coal technology.

Section 3.   Copies of this resolution shall be sent to President George W. Bush, the Kentucky Congressional Delegation, the U.S. Secretary of Energy, and the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.
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