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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION relating to early childhood development.

WHEREAS, the 2000 General Assembly passed House Bill 706, Acts ch. 308, to improve the quality of early care and education of Kentucky's children based on recommendations of the Governor's Early Childhood Task Force; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 706 established programs for vision examination of school age children, auditory screening of infants, home visitation for at-risk parents, and professional development and scholarships for child care employees to obtain postsecondary education degrees and credentials; and

WHEREAS, scientific research indicating that a child's cognitive abilities begin to develop in utero and expand exponentially during the first three years of life is evidence of the vital importance of early care programs; and

WHEREAS, quality education and rich learning experiences during the early years of life can boost academic achievement and social adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, quality early care and education is dependent on the education, knowledge, skills, and professionalism of child care employees;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Education is directed to study the feasibility of expanding preschool education in the public schools to include each child who is three years of age by October 1. Instruction in the preschool through third grade shall include a foreign language and civics units on citizenship, smoking prevention, and litter prevention.

Section 2.   The Interim Joint Committee on Education is also directed to evaluate the scholarship and monetary incentive program established in KRS 164.518 and its impact on the postsecondary education credentialing of persons employed in child-care and early childhood education and make recommendations for the enhancement of programs for the professional development of employees.

Section 3.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee therefor, and to designate a study completion date.
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