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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the Interim Joint Committee on Education to study the impact on the quality of instruction, school climate, and costs of deconsolidating large schools into smaller schools.

WHEREAS, consolidation of schools in the 1960's, 1970's, and 1980's was based on the premise that consolidation would lead to lower programming costs for students and the availability of high quality curriculum for more students; and

WHEREAS, recent education research indicates larger schools moderately benefit affluent students, compared to smaller schools, but they increase the negative effect of poverty on the educational achievement of poor students; and

WHEREAS, research indicates the benefit of small schools for poor children is much greater than the benefit of large schools for affluent children; and

WHEREAS, despite the common belief that larger schools have higher quality curricula, there is no documentation that a reliable relationship exists between school size and curriculum quality; and

WHEREAS, a growing body of education research indicates that small schools provide the benefits of improved school climate, higher attendance rates, less violence, greater individualized attention for students, increased participation in extracurricular activities, and higher student achievement, particularly for minority students and students in poverty; and

WHEREAS, recent education research indicates students in small schools feel a greater sense of belonging and well-being; parents and guardians are more involved; and there is an increased sense of community; and

WHEREAS, education research has documented that teachers in small schools feel a greater sense of freedom and satisfaction; and

WHEREAS, smaller schools may need to be an important element of Kentucky's comprehensive reform strategies to improve student achievement;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the House of Representatives concurring therein:

Section 1.   The Interim Joint Committee on Education shall review the research that compares the relationship of the size of schools to student achievement, student attendance, dropout rates, and transition to postsecondary education and work and shall analyze existing Kentucky data to determine if there are similar findings.

Section 2.   The Interim Joint Committee on Education shall review the suggested maximum size of schools based on national research, the current Kentucky facility planning guidelines, and the existing sizes of Kentucky schools.

Section 3.   The Interim Joint Committee on Education shall consider costs of smaller schools, including the initial construction costs, the per pupil operating costs of smaller schools as well as the per graduate costs of smaller schools, and the long-term cost benefit or liability of establishing smaller schools.

Section 4.   The Interim Joint Committee on Education shall consider the statewide policy implications for decreasing size limitations for school buildings that qualify for state financial support and that permit school districts to deconsolidate large schools; and alternatives for instructional and organizational designs in existing large schools. The committee shall make recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission no later than October 31, 2001.

Section 5.   Provisions of this resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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